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education.     The  question was  taken  up  by
Wellesley, the Governor General of India, and  he
foundedTtKe College at Fort William, Calcutta, writ-
ing on August 18, 1800, a Minute in Council, giving
at length his reasons for  doing  so.    The  plan   he
I proposed was that of a college where all the writers
intended for any one of the three Presidencies should,
before being  assigned  to  active   duties,   pursue  a
Bourse including both  liberal and Oriental studies.
The plan was thought by the authorities of the Com-
pany in England to involve too much expense and
to cover too wide a field.    It was therefore modified
*9y  being   limited  to  the  writers  intended  for  the
gresidency of Bengal, and by a considerable reduc-
".An'tin the scope of the education provided, which
was^onfined to the study of law and Oriental lan-
guages.
In this restricted form the College of Fort William
was maintained for many years. It took the writers
after they had finished their preparatory studies in
England and gave them a fuller instruction in Orien-
tal subjects. The length of time that students re-
mained at the college depended upon the rapidity
with which they could acquire the necessary knowl-
edge. The period varied, in fact, from six months
to two, three, or four years, and sometimes men were
eliminated altogether whom the excessive leniency
of Haileybury had spared before. In_i8<54, when
competitive, exarainations f or the Civil Service of India
were introduced, the College at Fort William was